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M i PRECIS |

__:10 present rcgimo'e lin Greece is showing signs of wear and
e, six. years|in )fiiuc bt it still commands thé essential cle-
of power i The ()(l(l‘i favor Papndopoulm mrvivnl over the

Rt
+ next yoa'r or so, l)ut thiiq is by no means assured. If he should go, the

: r]('plncémient wolild' most likvly he another member of Ithn junta, and
neithcr‘gnvcmmcnml polk.ivs nor attitudes toward the US would
greatly(clmnge.l ’]

|| : |
| yB 1 I is even pussihle that Papndo;LOulos might be| ousted before

the 29 Juiy plel)iscite or that other junta members, resentful of his
éfforte to institutionalize his control, might seck to delay the vote.
We bclievc, ,houievcr, that| the voting will take place as scheduled
and that (,reccci‘ will [become a rcpublic headed by| Papadopoulos

Kwnth il extensive rangfe of authority, } |

l
C.| Once pxmi this vote,| Papadopou os’ position will be strength-

ed Yet the odds on his cohtinued rule will diminish with the passage

' 5 he alccumulation of grievances agaimt him in various quarters,

ek wic'mncss vith any regime too long in power. Three cate-
'c(i);f opposntion will remain sources of concern to him:

il
|

|
'
i
|

i | 1

, Papadopoulos senior colleagues within the regime have

: the potentml to oust him, but probably will not unless and until

he| makes serlous blunders—-—mlshandlmg major issues or alienating
key military clem!entﬁ. I |

ik 2 Army "officers' who feel the regime has fallcd to carry out

iil

th goale of the iRevoluhon has! grown corrupt, and is insuf-

ﬁlpinntly nat onahst Some zealots of this type exist, but the regime,

SESRET

||
|
r
|
|
!
|
!
|

|
i :
i

i
I
|
i
i
'
!
l
i




i
t

f
I
|
i
|
b
|
|
|

B
| i
i i
e z

i
'

h
P
]
!
i

o 1| -
a suc.-lccqsful move by them is very unlikely in the ncar term at
1 . | .
it

least.;

1throuuh its segurity services, keeps close tabs on such persons;

ol |
I ;

! ol ‘
3T rmlilional pul lical forces which want a return to ciective
| govcrnm(’n{ bt are! virtually without power to force change on
thc juntn S0 lmu, as it remains u)hecivc.

D. 'l hc nttltu(llls of thc Greek people, ln favor of tics wnth Lurope
| .md[thm Us, will u)ntmue largely independent of whatever govern-
| ment rnlw in Athcns Most Greeks credit the US with great potential

mllucnw ovcr Crctk affairs tmd believe it backs the junta. But the
rcglme,‘mi Tnighly tcsistant to sugg,cstlom from outmlc on ‘what it

'

| regards; ‘a] domcstic Creek nffairs. | |

. H

Piee l |‘1 vpndopt)ulm would be ann()yed by public US disapproval
'of himpoliticu plam. Such US action probably would not result
' ('Hhe in modificatior of those plnns or in drastic changes. of
policv townrd.,the US.,[I()wcvcr he probably would somewhat
reducc cooperation on thme bilateral arrangements wluch serve
prnmanly US |interests.:, | 3 :

i

: | 2 ,,Whutever \Vns*ungt(ms policy on Greek domestic politics,
‘ 'thé jnntn willtl)e less easy to de: | with than in carlier years,

i Iwhcn it felt t{! more urgcnt need for strong US support.

; i i:n i [
L EL 'IltI\e regime will cmtinue to be an 'irritant in Greek- European
relatloanAthens wxll‘ not | emoy smooth political relations within

‘

NATO; H"o tnnued ontxcxim of the junta, especnally by smaller states,

-~ ¢ould loatl' to Creccés ]ulling out of some NATO committees, but
:m‘,el fro h ATO i't!self ;1;{ ;| i
<l " ;

i KF |P’1p1dopot.los regnme has, on, balance, helped to keep the

Cvprus' situ ation. fro Breakmg into flame, even though some of

Papadopt)l loe coll(‘:agues m(.]me toward Jdrastic initiatives. No Greek

| govemmént,\ is | hkﬂl) to I)e' more moderate over Cyprus than the

preeent‘io’n . | i
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1. THE REGIME AND ITS CURRENT H
POSITION aFinE 1ol i;

l Sn years ugo,n junta lcd by Grctk army

1" officers selz vd powtr with the declared goals

- of h.\ltmg m lcftist[ akcolur, purifymg Gn;'cck
souvty.,and givm'g, it honést iand cfficicnt
. gow-nuncntl Thé iunta lwasznvn ced that
' dvm!ouutic hovcrmmnt had: provcd unwork-
abld in Grecce :lnd!that @ strong administra-
tion, was nct-dvd it proclnlmod a rl-volution.
but it had no clear notion as to how {o achicve
its goals. Hu- prlncipnl ch'mgv that hasj oc-
currlvd sinée the c oup has bcvn the grndual
omorgencc ' of P'\padopouloe as the ‘dominant
leadei llowcvcr, thc coll(-gnatc character of
the rogum- though wcakcncd i\ac contn{ncd
to lw a rmtmint onI his uctivitim Thc rcglmc
has rulod with t?w ncu-ptnnce of the populace,
p.mly l)ccmnc thv pcoplo wvrc wot{ry oﬂ the
politlcul hunult’ 9f the carly ! 1960s nn(l partly
l)vcmwv of favqr ll)lF cconomic dcvdopmi'nts
, p(-rlcnpitn gross, nntinnal prodncl grow 40‘pcr-
o cont.‘in. real ferms| ‘in_the 1967-1971 p(-riod
Um’-mplovmont”isl ow thnnlés to nLodcst in-
dustrml vxpami(m f\n(l mi;,mtion of wml'kcrs

to \V(-ctorn Europc" "
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2.‘._The regime is beginning to experience
wear'and tear after six years in power; some
corruption has come to light; Greece is no
better administered than under the old sys-
tcm, nnd many Greeks feel the regime has lost
its semc of purpose. Inflation has cropped

up in the past ycar and is a source of concern

“to chcks There have been several develop-

mmts which indicate a growth in political
qtm'ings after several yoars of passivity. Papa-
dopoulm discovered and circumvented a plot
dlrvctt'd against bim within the army In
Septcmbcr 1972. The regime has had to con-
tend ‘with student strikes, demonstrations, and
boycotts over a two-month period in the spring
of 1973. And in latc May 1973 there was an
abortive challenge to the regime from within
the navy.

3. !The regime scized on this episodo to but-
trcec Its position. The government accused the
mutinccrs of being in collaboration with the
cxilcd King Constantine; since the Greck
Nuvy has been generally royalist in its loyalty,
this provided a pretext to abolish the mon-
nrchy A plebiscite is scheduled for 29 July

pprovc changes in' the Constitution which

'
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will | nmku ' e l(pul)lic for the sccond
tin o in 50 )’(‘m fI he n-g,,in ¢ has also ll'nl\cd
thd naval nu)vmnlvnt \\'itln former - pollticul
leaders who lmd dlso become! mofe actively
()llt\p()l\('n abotit . iffairs .in |Gr recce reecntly.

Yo

. JThe .government! hi .\rrcstvd about 60 naval

officers, includingi a substantial numl)tl“r of
those qunhﬁodlto mnmmmlwhips 'Il‘lm purge
llso se rwd1 as a! "5...1\i|n: ta' officers in plhor

s rviccs who might entertain similar ld('us

4 “The rmnb‘m(ltl l’x\p.ulopoulm1 saw the
plvhiscltv as a way to put himsclf it office for
thd rest of the 19704 Abolltmxn of the monirchy
h.n appeal for |nmny In the II(‘LJmL‘ cspvu.ﬂly
tlm)s(' of wcond rank. Indvo‘ only n minority
in Greeee' cupports‘ Comtnnhnu nnd the mon-
nrchy today. (Al*, kome: future time, it'may
serve the! purp '{of some Ifactiom to work
for rcmshtutm;, it.)) But (h(i p]cbic'citc offers

nojreal choice) sinco there | is |vo ternative

to the comtitu]tiou'd chnngc“l or to the, candi-
dacies ‘of Pupndopoulm and Arm(-(l iForces

(‘hlicf Angelis fo'r‘ I\Trcsldvnt m\d Vicc Prvsidvnt
SO

5. 1'l’lwrc..lrc fclwl tools av. ilablc with which
to [mmsuro pnbh'cJ opinion in ‘Greece ‘or the
v\tcnt of p()plll.ll'

los| regime: thel | pruss lis mntroll&l public
op num polls (lm 1not exist, find ol)'orvl-re re-
ports by and larg( ‘Feflect spt -‘clho toTpn(.t: mthcr

than the (ovcnll c'ltu'mon Such 1hform'mon
I
as n avi ulnblc'mdncatts that thv wcoptancc
)
the rcgum-‘ hac l'nioycd has Iatcl l)cgun to
erode, vw-n in rural arcas. .ar;‘c businv« in-

terests huvt- nu{d!e ekseir p:-m.(' Mth thu Papa-

'dnpoulos g,ovcmmcnt As fe g labor soine fac-

}
tloné h'wc‘bcc‘nI i‘écmc, othvn have courted

i
the iroglmcs Lwor, 1o clear |p.mcrn has

‘om vrgcd tTlv urb. n profcwonnl chwq with
h pc': ofmlaymg. polltlml l'OI(lS again; are a

' e rl ‘ i l
.rulkq !“I“‘\ON‘ on 34 clmngn in the 1908 Con-

sumum. v.hiih climinnte nll ve atmm of the mom\rchy
mul give w(de pd’w‘; to the pre\kk-my A )cs vote
W AN also put Paphdopoulos 'in officé as I‘re«(dtnt for
n term whki\ cqmu‘- on l[]um
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upport for the P-lp'\dopou-v

s(mrcc of antagonism. So is a sizeable portion
of the university student body, with student
complaints over academic issues beginning to
tuke on a political flnvor

6. Within the rvg,unv itself, the strengths
of various factions and persons is far from
clear. Some members are apprehensive over
the way Papadopoulos is using the monarchy/
plebiscite Issue to strengthen his position. Te
is planning to reduce selectively the military
component of the govermment later this year,
and " this would affect a number of former
officers who were members of the original
coup group. (He evidently intends to retain
officers who have strong military backing.)
Othéer members of the regime are concerned
th'tt‘ even a cnrcftllly rigged vote will open
the door for a return to parliamentary clective
government, which few in the regime want.
Still others believe that the plebiscite cannot.
be :uccc«fully managed, despite the regime's
control of the administration, the police and
sceurity services nnd its domination of the
news media. They foar that the regime's claim
to legitimacy could be damaged by a too
trah'sp'\rcnt rigging of the vote.

LB ‘,ILIEAR TERM PROSPECTS

7 { The next few wcok: could produce a
challenge to P'\p'\dopoulos There is an out-
side. chance of a move against Papadopoulos
and’ the regime by| former junta member
Stamatclopoulos; he would nced the active
support of a key figure such as military se-
curity chicf loannides to have any hope of
eucccss Another posn!lnhty is that junta 1nem-
b(-rs who want to stop Papadopoulos from
gctting more power ‘might decide to move
l)cfore he is publicly \chosen as President for
mght years. Such persons might seck ways
of , postponing or cancelling the plebiscite.
chlmc leaders probably wish to avoid this,
fcnring it would weaken their claim to govern.
All [things comldcr(-d we cstimate that the

!
|
|
}




~there will be Ll eortain
-tb{vnsuu} thx‘\t,} ’npadupq{nlus!gcts the sub-
*stantial 1xlgznj()|jit;y;;l|(s thinks |he needs,-and that
“Greeee will : o
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plebiscite 'will ke place)on jse wdule, that
antount of rigging

icé'dmc‘ n] republic. o
P ! A A D SIR v
| 8. Althougi) .t.hic e \}!ill‘cha e the sys-

Stem \\'ilvl}not.él 'ﬂ‘w; pnliticz}tl nttithdcs lof the
Cregime feaders vilry on certain dssues, but they
Lare united hthh‘l(! imperatives of survival and

l’)y: the - belie fltjmt a cdnlinuutl:on of their
go'v(:fnn:mnt is st f01r Cnccéc. Although the

LGl - L1
“regime coupled it announcement abolishing

the n‘wmirchy{ and pr(:)clajiéning the plebiseite
with lm‘lical{om's'!tlmt some frecing upi of the

T S L .
political process was in prospeet, the evidence

~ main concerned! | l | i 1
o | ' CI

since then indlicates that :‘l]’llOi\’l‘S n the diree-
tfinfn of ;ulc-cti‘[\'(é;:po‘iti‘cs g{fc not .likcly. Alter
first implying that clections would be held
in! 1974, ’,l’ap@\d(ﬁ)n)ﬂl(k s _lmcl\ftmckfvd and
now promiscs only that u date for clections
to' the Parliament wilvll be, ahnounccchduring
fora, |0 D] |
RN S
. ONCE PAST THE PLEBISCITE |

! | P N o

9. 1f! Puphd(')[‘)(mlmia sc'#ur'cs the 'c:xpcctcd
majority in tho 29 July voting, he will have
achieved a Ccrta‘nn lcgilim‘llcy and his i)()sition
will be! :;trt-t'fgtilfvncd at l(;'nsji' for a tiine, Yet
theré will cohtinue to be three broad categorics
of opposition forces a;bmt \\i/hich hc;, must re-
'10. ?‘Encli(i:driigl-Politicdi Forces. Certain of
the pr%:-ilunt;"cil"]f‘iﬁoliticlnl léaders jare, showing

: o o D]
:sign:!, of -activity, but nc Ithclvrl1n(||v‘n:hilally or
collectively "irgll they very strong.| Many arc in

exile; those representing the, extremes of right
and left m';(firl‘f:;\lrly well| discrfiditcd‘ within

les TR - .
Greeee, Karamanlis and other. contriat leaders
| 4 !

h{nvc begun tof ;:«:l)opcrhtb, but they can do little

to affect the i\jrjt{lfs conlyolg as long as it re-

niains cohesive| and | ’

crying  domest ¢, issue around \L’hic‘h: Grecks
' BER E . 1

]l P | : !
ve long: as there is no
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can rally in opposition to the regime. Hencee
they are mot likely to force change on the
regime in the near;term.

I 11, There is also!lhc possibility of a coup
against the junta from within the Greek armed
forces. There are some officers, mostly under
the rank of licutenant colonel, who feel that
the regime has failed to carry out the goals
of the “Revolution,” has grown cormipt, and {s
ihsuf‘lclcntly nationalist, These officers dis-
play signs of zealotry and hyper-nationalism.
Such elements  reportedly - participated  in
abortive coups of 1970 and 1972, but we have
nio indications that a coup by such clements
{sinow in the works. In general, our informa-
tion on political fastions within the Greek
Army is spotty. The regime itsclf is aware of
such attitudes. It takes pains to keep officers
who hold them under surveillance and away
from sensitive commend positions. We think
it capable of detecting a move and neutrulizing
it.

t

112. A falling-out within the regime is the
most likely way in which Papadopeulos would -
be replaced. His scnior colleagues—>attakos,
Makarezos, Angelis, and Ipannides—or a fac-
tion of them, acting in association with the
sécond rank members, have the potential to
oust Papadopoulos. They and their subordi-
l!latcs control the armed forces in Greece. -
Toannides is a key figure, since he controls the
domestic military intelligence apparatus and
has the personal loyalty of some of the sccond
rank officers. Most of the regime’s leaders still
prefer to have Papadopoulos in office, if only
because he is reasonably adroit and is bearing
the brunt of criticism. Yet all of them know
that Papadopoulos is personally ambitious and -
would like to cut some of them down to size
if not remove them from power entircly.

|

]113. On the whole, however, unless Papa-
dppoulos gets into grave trouble by clearly
mishandling major iissucs or alienates key mili-
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(. contmgcncws w uch would ‘nvolvc

to the West for drm1 Hence, .tihc broz
j worL of Greek \| pohclcs would ;be similar,:
" whether uhder P.\padopoulo or u
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" tary (‘lcmonts. tl'tc’ ther ]tmtu ‘lm-mlqu \vmtld
probably not move against him, ‘Although! the
troubles of thcilphst 12, montln hiave been
slgmfk.mtly lnrger!thun ln]prcvio i) y(-;nrs,
they have ' not | ireached critknl proportions;
But as time pnssc s,'the odds oh Papadopoulos’
contmucd rule. will ‘go down‘ ;,rowin;, publlc
dcm’md for p.lrticipntlon in hllc will require
movos on his p"\rt { which \’illlincr] -ase |the
chn'lccs of a misstep: And the;

{desire for a v ow
face, in charge will, grow. nLnny Greeks jare
tired of the prvwnt‘ one, Other me nhvn of
“ the jm'u could 'se ‘k‘ his: romlt')v.l as| the way
to préserve, theirovn positio : .

e e W

V. IMPLICATIONS ‘FOR Tlﬁs"ur}mgb
STATES AND E‘p OPE OF GREEK | l

DEVELOPMENTS i ‘[ |
|

i

ward | Europe and the US atc ]largcly inde-
pcndcnt of wlmtcvcr goverr nmmt rules in
Athens Greeee c‘onsidcrs itsclf part of Luropc
and | its . or‘lcntntioh is wut\k"ard—-cultumlly.
cconomically, nntl pohtlcally ;Morcovcr, Gree:
nnhtary leaders, | ht p'lrticul'\r. are of a con-
servative bcnt (hshkc communism lana Took
ad frame-

| nder the
Iglvcn Issue, the

junta if it oustc,d him On any
personal convictions of | thos'c in chargge of
Grcece would, rhakc thc goivcmmcnt easier
or more (hfficult td dcal with[ But differences
would be largely of, degree. The obsc: vations
bclow apply'to akxtuahod in whlch the regime
pcrsnsts in ofhcc ‘hth omnthout Papadopou-
los at its head ( t’arhgraphe 26 and 27 mldrcss
a sharp

brc:}k \vnth; the poltcws of reTcnt years.) |
v | i : 15 } X
The Umted 1Stc:i- s h E !
15 Of all Greeed's. Westuh associntes, ’the
US is the: most idporhnt Ihlatcral txcs are

|
strong, nnd thcrc w a very | qubstnn* al mtcr-

| it
- I |
s‘ ;

' |
¢ ' |
! : !
1! o i

W
i

14 ;Thc nttitudvh}of thc Greek’ pvoplc to-

l SENRET

action between the US and Greece. The US
is a factor in the political process in Greeee,
since Greck public opinion credits the US
with the power to shape developments within
the country Most Greeks think that Wash-
Ington is thoroughly behind Papadopoulos and
his regime, and he cxploits this belief to
strengthen his personal position. Papadopou-
los, for his part, is committed to cooperation
with the US on matters of mutual benefit, but
he is not responsive to the US in matters
which he considers touch the durability of
his control. e, and the regime, have been
highly resistant over the years to suggestions
from any outsiders on such matters as restora-
tion of elective govcmmcnt

16.. Papadopoulos has told thc US that he -

will brook no intcrference in his curreat plans-

to reshape the Greek Government,: He would .

be annoyed by any public expression of US
disapproval of his plans. But he probably
would not go so far as to either modify his
political plans or make drastic changes in
Greck policy toward the US. Rather, Papa-
dopoulos probably woull complain aloud of
interference in Greek politics and somewhat
rcduce cooperation on those bilateral arrange-
mcnts which pnmarlly serve US interests.

17. ' Whatever Washmgton s policy on Greek
domestic politics in the months ahead, the
US has probably nlre'!dy experienced the best
years of its relationship with the Greek junta.
In this regime’s carly years in power, -the
appearance of US support was more important
to Papadopoulos than lt is today. The regime
no longer sees such a compelling need to
accommodate US desires. There will be fric-
tions arising from the proposed major expan-
sion! of US military facilities in Greece. A
cnrder task force is due to be homeported
near Athens beginning in February 1974, Con-
qlderation is being given to building a large

picr to berth the cavrier. This would bring -
the Amencan naval contmgcnt in that arca
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" 18, This 1“ not o my that tlu, second phusc
of the. homeporting progmm will not go
through on schedule, nor: that the Greeks
necessarily  w ml wilnt to hult or Lu{ down on
other US military fucnlitim or pro;,rmm under
way. Most of these are | rolutcd to the NATO

alliance and, in n‘ddi!hm. aroe of l)cn(‘ﬂt to
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usc 'supervision o see that| the. fn,dhlic]s are
not used jin a way the Crccl\s regard as der-
ognting from{ thcnr eovcr("ignty (thn a

Greek opposition figure left Grtccc llcgnlly

'from a US, mihtary 1nslnll’1tion in 1972, the

government waq |nffrontcd and movcd to re-
stnrc a mc.\surc of Greck control over it) In
additmn -the ]unt? will pr!obably,I in certain
urunnstnnws ; .scck domestic. Politicnl ad-

vunt.‘ge through clntiusm of the US presence.
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Western Europe and NATO

.19 The )unt'l'% relntmm un thxs theatre are
likely to be morcl &roublvd tlmn ‘they an% with
thc us. Mnny Europcnns‘ labor under the
imprusion that, |only tllle a'mbitions of a few
colonels pru cntl rLcce frl(lm beirg a cﬂnsslc

democracy ’lhei regxme r‘ésents the ' actions
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“and words of. Somc European states as |inter-
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Dility of the non-democratic character of the
regime with the preamble to the treaty estab-
lisling NATO. Domestie political parties that
would like to make Greeee's position in NATO
intolerable are especially strong in Belgium,
Holland, Denmark, and Norway. But no West
European government wants a major quarrel
with Washington over Greece, regardless of.
the character of Athens’ regime, and all recog-
nize Greeee's strategic importance to NATO.
Nonctheless, the possibility that a damaging
confrontation within NATO might take place
is real. Creece could, say, .respond to con-
tinued criticlsm_ by ceasing to participate in
one or more NATO committees. But even if
gestures of this sort werc made, Creece is
not likely to diminish its.military cooperation
with NATO, and a complete Greck . with-
diawal from that orgmi}atnon is highly
unlikely. i

21, In other mpccts of European, or indeed
Atlantic, relationships, Greece is a factor of
limited importance. Although trade and in-
ternational finance are major concerns to
Greece, Greece is of little consequence in
cither regard. Its total trade in 1972 amounted
to some $3 billion, less than one percent of
total European trade. Its reserves are similarly
small in relation to all Europe’s. Greece simply
is not in a position to influence European
fmnncinl or trade matters to any great extent.

22. Greece signed an association agreement
with the Common Market in 1961, which
calls for the establishment, over a period of
yzars, of a full customs union and the har-
monizing of Greek social and cconomic po-
licies with the Market. Currently helf of
Greece's international trade is with the Nine.
Over the long term, relations between Greece
and the European Community will be diffi-
cult, since acceptance of full Greck member-
ship, scheduled for the c'\rly 1980s, will ulti-
mately be dcc:dcd more on political than
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_rapid movement toward hlwrali/ution Crucc

\ull remain onl{s de tluc ﬂommunity
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' {2’3 lnothvr Earopean g ;,roufn (-r(-u(lc stands

‘ to play a small role. Greek rcprcwnmlwcs will
prob.\bl) ‘be :lcm'v ‘n vm;mns cn‘xmmttccs of
th(- C onfcrvnw,on Sceurity xmd memtion
in Europe \\urkm;, on (chIaruhows of purpose.
But in this as'in rh any othvr Lur()pcnn matters,
theéy - will be! vchi('ﬂy u)nu'ru(-d[ to, defend
.rvvu- from ()thcrs mcddlmdnnd are, nnlikoly
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to take the lead: ln any wrlom way.
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' |24 Thc l’npa
l)al.mcv lwlp( d,,
from brmkmg it

(l()poillosl

L g

’ regime  has, on
to keep the Cyprus situation
to flumc‘i UndclJ the rigidly

- controlled politie

Al condnlmns in Athcm polit-

|Lal fll.,lll(*i c.mllmt mul\c hbadlim.'s by inflam-
mﬂlury docl'lr'\h()ns on Cyprus; Papndopmllos
has made it pufw.tly clear that Gteck-Turkish
;hoshlntlos over 'Cyprus would. bé in the in-
terests of ‘neithet country\ Both Athens and
“Ankara havcllnirvccnt months |urged their
respective clients on the island to try to com-
pose their deep’ dlffcrcncce sufficiently so as
to. rcsmrc sonic’ nommlcy aftcr a dozen years
of 'tension and dwmon Some members of the
junta are; ‘moré incllmd than Pn'mldopoulos to-
ward drastic initiativds on the Cypms prob-
lem,- But: thcsc,,ftcndc’ncws are llkcly to be
'.cstr'unbd byl the Lollcgnte character |of the
junta. It w ould be unhl\cly, he "e{'or, that any
Creek govcmmcnt would bc more moderate

tlmn the. prcs]cnt one. | '1, .1 |

l 25 But it mus also bc note(l that the ability

!
of the ]unta—-or of any Grcck rcgnmc:—-to be

‘ concnlmtory on this issuc is closcly related to
its own: wnsc of sccurity :lmd sclf confldencc
Should thc government f('cl we'\l\cnod politi-
cally m wmm;.,' montis, | it mng.ht yield to
dcmag,ognc and :\hon'\h:hc urges on the
Cyprm issuc., {5 I
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A Totally New Military Junta

26, Speculating on the probable policies of
an unknown group of military officers is
seldom fruitful. In this case the question is
addressed, sinee, although not likely, a radical
new military junta is probably the only real-
istic contingency which wonld eéntail a shaip
break with Greek policies of the past half-
dozen years, It-is possible that a new, more
nationalistic leadership would  decide  that
Greeee had beconie too closely associated
with the US and while maintaining its NATO -
ties, would reduce jthe bilateral relationship
with the US. But cven in this case, there are
distinct limits on how far any such govern-
ment could go. Wejwould be quite confident
in ruling out the takcover by an ultranation-
alist, anti-Western Imdor on the Nasser pat-
tern. Such an orientation would be contra-
dictory to decply-held values in Greek socicty
and hardly feasible for Greece’s material or
security interests. |

' A Further Contingency

27 If Papadoponlos were replaced or thc
juntn itself ousted, a principal effect would
be to call into question the legitimacy of gov-
ernment in Athens.i That is to say, the 1967
military cap which aimed at “purifying”
Greece had a certain amount of justification,
since many in Greecee felt that Greek society
could stand a little purifying. A sccond mili-
tary move would look morz iike a power-grab
by self-sceking military officers. If one colonel
felt called upon to scize power, then a sccond
could feel equally justified, And if the regime
in Athens were to change frequently through
the agency of military force, the resulting loss
of legitimacy would provide a target against
which conventional forces could rally. At such
a future time, the civilian side of the Greek
political scene would heat up fairly quickly,
throwing open the whole future of Greck
politics.
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